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A Visit with Dale Hutzler….. 

 By Lynn Roe and Joe Kruch 

On September 19, 2010, Dale gave us a warm welcome to his 

beautiful home in Boyne City, Michigan.  He designed and 

built much of it himself, over the years.  At 86, he is still active 

and involved in his community.  His most recent project was 

designing a lighthouse for the local marina.  It was built by 

the DNR with funding from the State of Michigan.  It is a 

bright beam to guide the many boaters into the harbor with 

the marina officers in the lower level. 

(Photo: George 

and Dale Hutzler 

in front of a root 

cellar in the 

village SMI 1930) 

 

Dale was born on July 3, 1924, “a few minutes before the 

Fourth” according to half-brother Glenn Furst!  His father, 

Ernest George Hutzler was lighthouse keeper on North and 

later South Manitou Islands so Dale was raised on both 

Islands!  His mother was Zella Mae Mabie Furst, widow of 

Martin Furst.  Dale’s siblings were Norma, Glenn, and Ethel 

Furst and George Orville and Leota Violet Hutzler.  The family 

left the Islands to tend Lighthouses in Charlevoix and 

Northport.  Dale commented that his mother died in the 

kitchen in the Grand Traverse Lighthouse on Cathead Point, 

having had a weak heart.  In his brother Glen was “the best 

brother a person could ask for, always willing to help out”.  

Dale says life in a Lighthouse was a good life, but often far too 

lonely, commenting with a smile, his best memory “of the 

islands” is the day he left 

for the busy activity on the 

mainland.   

(Photo: Spring lilacs at the 

Johnny Hutzler’s Farm; 

Cousin Betty Tobin, Mother 

Zella, and Brother Glenn 

Furst, note Johnny’s cats.  

SMI 1940.) 

Living in Lighthouses, he 

developed a love for boats.  

As a young boy, he “had the 

only bicycle on SMI”, and as a young man on SMI he had a 

“fishing business” catching lake 

trout.   

(Photo: Dale with “the only bike on 

SMI” in front of what was originally 

the Tom Foster’s place at the cross 

roads.) 

Dale married Ann and they raised 

one daughter, Lisa Ann.  They lived 

in the Detroit area and Dale 

worked at Chrysler for 30 years, 

first as a tool and die maker, and later in design.  While living 

in Detroit, he had a 38 foot boat and during salmon season he 

would take time off work to run a charter service.  He also 

hired a man to help run it.  After retiring he captained yachts 

from Boyne City Harbor.  He currently has his own yacht, “The 
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Lisa Ann”, which has living quarters on board, a perfect way 

to visit SMI!  

Dale now spends the winter in Florida with wife, Martha.  He 

lives near Cousin George Tobin (Mae (Tobin) Caron’s 

brother).  The two men get together for breakfast every day.  

Bonnie (Caron) Bellmer also lives nearby and visits often! 

When asked how he’d like to be remembered, he says, “as a 

sailor!” 

Then, “What’s the best thing you ever did?”  He replied, “The 

family reunions.”  He remembers after his father’s funeral, 

“We first met on the beach at Empire for a picnic and later 

moved to the Empire Township Hall.  These reunions grew to 

include other Island friends and eventually into our own 

Manitou Islands Memorial Society””. 

 

From: the President’s Desk, 

Rhonda Kruch 

Hello fellow MIMS Member: 

Manitou Islands Memorial Society is a 

heritage –bases group that is brought 

together by our desire to preserve the historic and cultural 

resources of North and South Manitou Islands.  Each of us 

having our own “special memory” and/or “connection” to the 

islands.  The MIMS Board would like to thank each of our 

members for their generous donations that make our mission 

statement possible. 

This year holds many opportunities for our membership: 

1.  Please remember to reserve the dates of Saturday, 

July 30
th

 for our annual meeting at Empire Township 

Hall and Sunday, July 31
st

 for our annual excursion to 

SMI. 

2. Preservation of the August Beck Farmhouse will 

continue during the summer of 2011.  Volunteers 

that can help with plaster repair, painting, and 

general clean up and repair to the house are vital to 

make this project possible this summer. 

3. Cultural landscape preservation will continue as well 

on SMI.  Volunteers are needed for tractor work as 

well as small equipment to help with clearing of 

trails and farm fields. 

4. An interpretive display of SMI history is planned for 

the Haas Cottage using the remaining funds from the 

Americana Grant.  Volunteers are needed to work on 

all aspects of this project this winter and summer. 

5. The MIMS website is currently down.  Volunteers are 

needed to help design and maintain a website. 

6. Board members are always needed.  Volunteers 

usually start as a member-at-large for a 2 year term. 

7. Newsletter articles are always welcome.  Please 

share a past or present story of island memories. 

8. Photos are always welcome as well.  Please share 

historic photos of either island.  MIMS Board 

members are also willing to interview members and 

scan photos to help preserve those memories for 

our newsletters or future website. 

9. Please remember to pay your annual membership 

dues for the 2011 calendar year.  Additional 

donations are also welcome to support our projects 

that help preserve the historic and cultural resources 

of Michigan’s Manitou Islands. 

Contact Rhonda Kruch at 989-345-1778 or 

kruchr@sbcglobal.net for any additional information of MIMS 

activities.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 

A message from your treasurer: 

Linda Henry 

Because of last summer’s moratorium on Island work due to 

the Lakeshore’s internal projects, MIMS has been in a holding 

pattern for several months.  And since most of our projects 

are Island related, that situation is likely to continue until the 

summer of 2011.   

Our finances then have remained relatively stable since our 

annual meeting so we are still in excellent financial condition.  

Our 2010 taxes were completed before the annual meeting in 

July and our annual application for a License to Solicit was 

submitted in a timely manner at the end of 2010.  Our bank 

statements indicate that we have over $18,000.00 in the 

accounts that we manage.  That includes around $600.00 in 

the Relight the Light account that we are still in charge of and 

around $3,000.00 in the Haas restoration account, a project 

that we hope to complete this year.  

As I mentioned in an earlier newsletter, MIMS is not 

responsible for repayment of the funds loaned to the project 

mailto:kruchr@sbcglobal.net
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by the Will Larson Foundation.  However, we are still very 

much committed to assisting in the repayment in any way 

that we can as long as it is not detrimental to the financial 

condition of our organization.  As a result, your Board has 

made two decisions; first, we have decided to raise the cost 

of our SMI booklet to $2.00 and donate one-half of those 

sales to the Relight account and second we have contributed 

$500.00 to the Relight effort to reseed that fundraising.  It is 

because our members have made generous contributions to 

MIMS and are keeping their memberships current that we are 

able to play an active role in this project.  Since the lighting of 

the South Manitou Island light is an ongoing joy to many of 

our members, we feel grateful to be a part of it. We extend to 

you our thanks and gratitude for your ongoing support. 

Since we are the only heritage-based group focused on the 

Manitou Islands, we feel our work is vibrantly important.  

MIMS was founded by Island descendents and descendents 

continue to play an active role in our Society.  This is 

relatively remarkable among non-profit organizations.  Our 

thanks to all those people who have laid the foundations we 

depend upon and to those who are keeping this dream alive 

today.  

Love on the Lakeshore 

By Pamela Sutherland-Karpovich 

I first fell in love with the 

Manitou Islands when I was 

seven. Looking at the “fallen 

cubs” across the water from 

Glen Haven and the top of the 

Dune Climb in the early 60’s, I 

felt the compelling lure of a 

remote and mysterious world. I 

vowed that someday I would 

visit those islands and 

experience the jewels that lay 

hidden there. Year after year, when my family vacationed 

near Interlochen, we would make the annual trek to Sleeping 

Bear to climb the dunes and visit Glen Haven, and I would 

always look longingly toward the islands, imagining the 

people and places that existed there. Little did I know how 

much history had already passed there and how much was 

taking place, even as I dreamed about the emerald isles. 

Those islands were magical to me as a child and remain so to 

me, even as an adult. 

My long-awaited introduction to the islands happened in the 

summer of 1993 when my now husband and I made our first 

trip to South Manitou. What a fabulous experience it was 

seeing for the first time South’s beautiful bay, the lighthouse, 

the haunting wreck of the Morazán, the stunning virgin 

cedars, and the culminating highlight of the top of the 

western perched dunes. We both were struck with a silent 

awe and reverence atop the dunes, humbled by the 

staggering beauty and grandeur that surrounded us. We 

knew then and there that we would return many times and 

that we had finally found our “dream” wedding location. 

The culmination of my husband’s and my love for the 

Manitous and each other came when we got married on 

North Manitou Island…by accident!  We had camped on 

North Manitou before but knew we wanted to be wed on top 

of the dunes on South. We planned our special day for 

September 28, 2002 and made all the arrangements with 

family and friends. The day dawned clear and warm for that 

time of the year and as we gathered on the dock in Leland for 

the trip over to the island, Captain Grosvenor informed us the 

Mishe-Mokwe would not be going to South Manitou that day 

because of the direction of the wind but would instead, go to 

North Manitou! Our hearts sank as we realized our dream of 

being married on top of the dunes on South was not going to 

materialize. As we pondered our situation, we finally decided 

it didn’t matter where we got married as long as it was on 

one of the Manitou Islands. With renewed excitement, we 

boarded the boat and headed to North Manitou. 

After disembarking at the dock on North, we walked quickly 

down to Bourniques’ place, passing through Cottage Row and 

ending up at the cemetery near the Bournique cottage for 

lunch. My brother jokingly commented that he hoped lunch 

in the cemetery wasn’t an omen of things to come! After 

lunch, we walked to the shoreline where we found a grove of 

trees that was perfect for our ceremony and were 

pronounced “man and wife.” I don’t know how many people 

have been married on North Manitou over the years but it 

was a sacred and poignant moment to think about how our 

lives were now interwoven with the lives of those who lived 

and died on this island. Perhaps the Bourniques and the many 

people who visited their home were silent, unseen witnesses!  

On the boat ride back to the mainland, my proud husband 

told everyone that we had just gotten married on North 

Manitou. Of course, all of the passengers were thrilled and 

congratulatory as we related over and over again how it all 

came to be.  
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After our arrival on the 

mainland, my new 

husband, my brother, and 

I drove to Glen Haven and 

walked along the beach, 

looking at North Manitou 

and relishing the beautiful 

moments that had just 

transpired there. On the 4 hour drive home, my husband and 

brother fell asleep while I drove and pondered the beginning 

of my wonderful saga with the Manitou Islands and where it 

had all led to. I reflected on how it had taken me 30 years to 

finally experience these fascinating and lovely places and how 

this point in time was now inextricably tied to these places 

forever.  

My husband’s and my love for the Manitou Islands and for 

each other has not diminished and we will forever be 

entwined with the romance, the beauty, the history, and the 

future of these magnificent, breathtaking islands. We are 

finally home!  (To read the full story, go to 

www.MichaelAndPamela.com ) 

A message from Dusty Shultz, Sleeping 

Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 

Superintendent 

What a busy year it was on the Manitou Islands!  Not in terms 

of visitation, this was about par with recent averages, but in 

terms of projects completed.   

Using American Reinvestment and Recovery Act funding, NPS 

Electrician Tim Lempke and other Maintenance personnel 

installed solar modules on the roof of the South Manitou 

Island (SMI) Maintenance Shop.  The photovoltaic system will 

generate and store enough electricity that we should have to 

run the diesel generators very seldom, primarily when the 

island is opened up in the spring before the batteries are 

recharged from the summer sun.  This will also reduce the 

need to purchase and transport diesel fuel to the island, 

enabling a significant savings and alleviating concern about 

potential fuel spills. 

Much long-deferred maintenance was completed on historic 

structures on both islands, as follows: 

 NPS Maintenance personnel repaired exterior siding, 
windows, and doors, trim and a contract to paint exterior 
of the George C. Hutzler House on SMI.  

 NPS Maintenance personnel repaired exteriors and 
contractors painted the USLSS Dwelling and Hans Halseth 
House on North Manitou Island (NMI).   

 Contractors replaced cedar-shingled roofs on SMI 
structures including the Blacksmith Shop, USLSS Wood 
Shed, USLSS Boat House #2, USLSS Dwelling, Keeler 
House, Tobin House, Thompson House, Furst House, 
Johnson House, Benth/Johnson House, Robinette house, 
and even the Village Comfort Station.   

 NPS Maintenance personnel repaired exteriors and 
contractors painted the George J. Hutzler House, Keeler 
House, Tobin House, Benth/Johnson House, August Beck 
House, and Johnson House on SMI. 

 Non-historic buildings were removed from SMI, including 
the Burdick garage and much of the material from the 
Burdick Store and shed and the Vant House. 

 MIMS and their volunteers again completed a variety of 
work including the final touches on the Harrison Haas 
House Rehabilitation, repair of the Theodore Beck Porch, 
and installation of the teacher’s chalk board in the SMI 
Schoolhouse.  

 Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear rehabilitated the Katie 
Shepherd Hotel porch on NMI. 
 

Interns Nancy Hayes and Katie Fredericks returned to collect, 

tape, and transcribe oral histories from families associated 

with the islands.  This year families from the mainland were 

interviewed.  The volunteer historians were able to collect 

and tape 4 new oral histories.  We hope to have them both 

return next year as well. 

The SEEDS/Northwest Michigan Youth Corps completed trail 

work on many of the SMI trails. A Student Conservation 

Association crew rehabilitated the Frank Farm Trail and 

worked on many other NMI trails.   

In Natural Resources, NMI continues to anchor the successful 

Piping Plover program for the park with fledging success up to 

76%, far above any other location on the Great Lakes.  

Resource staff also controlled invasive species on both islands, 

including garlic mustard, Phragmites, poison ivy, blue lyme 

grass, and Canada thistle.   

Finally we prepared for resolution of the sand deposition 

issues that continue to hinder boat access to the island docks.  

Discussions were held with prospective bidders for designing 

and constructing a dock extension on SMI, and permit 

applications and contract specifications were prepared for 

large scale dredging on both islands, scheduled for next 

spring. 

New island supervisors Dennis Steele (Maintenance) and Paul 

Chalup (Rangers) have settled in, and we feel like we have a 

http://www.michaelandpamela.com/
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good, experienced crew on the islands.  Now that this busy 

season is over, we are looking forward to next year, and to 

being able to host more volunteers once again!  

Manitou Islands Memorial Society  

Board Members 

The current MIMS Board Members are: 
 
President: Rhonda Kruch 
Vice President: Paul Rocheleau 
Treasurer: Linda Henry 
Secretary: Jeff Reuteler 
Member-at-Large: Lynn Roe 
Member-at-Large:  Gena Culver 
 
A little information about the two newest members of 

the MIMS Board: 

Jeff Reuteler—Secretary  

 I came to Michigan to get my college 

education, majoring in Biology and 

minoring in History.  It was during my 

college days that I was first introduced to 

SMI in the fall of 1982 while visiting with 

my Botany class.  Later I received my MS 

from CMU in Aquatic Biology.  In the 

years following my first visit I have made many trips 

backpacking and exploring both islands.  In that time, I have 

used both my interests in science and history to appreciate 

the beauty of the Manitou Islands and my interest in 

photography to document those memories.  My involvement 

with the MIMS Board is the result of my desire to see the 

cultural history of the Manitou Islands preserved including 

the buildings for all to enjoy.  I currently live in Cedar Springs, 

MI with my 3 cats while working on my new home.   

Gena Culver—Member-At-Large 

Ida Beck (Theodore) was my 

grandmother.  She married Henry 

Rocheleau, who was in the Coast 

Guard and stationed at the 

Lighthouse on South Manitou 

Island.   I was born and raised in Cheboygan and grew up 

hearing many stories of happenings and life on the Island; so 

it is with great pleasure that I have a chance to serve on the 

MIMS Board.   I’ve lived and worked in Traverse City for the 

past 23 years with my husband, Boyd, and our six sons.  We 

have two beautiful granddaughters.  Just as my grandmother 

did, I hope to keep on passing down the love of the islands 

and their history to my family and to our future generations. 

In Memory of Mae (Tobin) Caron 

Mae C. (Tobin) Caron, 97, passed 

away peacefully August 27, 2010, 

at Autumn Joy A.F.C., the home 

owned by her son, John Caron, 

and partner, Jeff Prell.  Mae was 

the first resident there in 2003. 

She was born on SMI on March 29, 

1913, the daughter of lighthouse keeper John Tobin and 

his wife, Lottie Hutzler, who was postmistress for many 

years.  Her early life growing up on the island held many 

fond memories for her and she never tired telling 

stories of these times to her family and friends.   

On May 11, 1931, she married Francis Caron, a Coast 

Guardsman stationed on the island.  Their early years 

were spent at posts on SMI, Sleeping Bear, Frankfort, 

and eventually Mackinac Island.  In 1948 Mae moved 

with the children to Petoskey while Francis continued 

his career in the Coast Guard. 

Mae had great love for her family and leaves behind 

Bonnie (Clancy) Bellmer of Petoskey, Roger and Jean 

Caron of California, Donna (Don) Phillips of 

Dewitt/Brooksville, John and Jeff of Charlevoix.  There 

are also nine grandsons, one granddaughter, four great-

granddaughters, and four great-grandsons.  She is also 

survived by one sister, Dorothy (Wayne) Hubble of 

Traverse City; and one brother, George Tobin of Florida; 

and special cousins, Dale Hutzler of Boyne City and 

Edith Bates of New Buffalo.  She was preceded in death 

by her husband, Francis, and two infant sons, Douglas 

and Jerry. 
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Manitou Islands Memorial Society     

PO Box 177 

Empire, Michigan 49630 

 
President: Rhonda Kruch 
Vice President: Paul Rocheleau 
Treasurer: Linda Henry 
Secretary: Jeff Reuteler 
Member-at-Large: Lynn Roe 
Member-at-Large:  Gena Culver 
 

 

 

         

 

 

   

  

Just a reminder, the MIMS Newsletter (Manitou Memories) is published 2 times per year by the Manitou 

Islands Memorial Society and its contents may not be duplicated or reproduces in any manner without 

written permission by the MIMS Executive Board.

 

Bob Burrows and Dale 1931 next to 

a birdhouse that George and Dale 

built. 

Dale and his dog. Dale 1933 behind SMI 

Lighthouse with barn. 


