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Manitou Islands Memorial Society 

Annual Excursion 
Saturday, July 29, 2017 

 
9:15 A.M.  Arrival and check-in time at Manitou 

Island Transit’s ticket office.  Advance 
reservations are highly recommended to 
guarantee space and facilitate MIT.  Extra 
parking fee applies and cars must be 
parked at remote lot (car pool from dock 
to parking and return).  Phone MIT at  
231-256-9061. 

 
10:00 A.M.  All Aboard—Miche-Mokwa departs 

for South Manitou Island 
 
11:30 A.M.  Arrival at SMI dock.  Assemble on 

lawn in front of Coast Guard Station for 
welcoming comments and to enjoy your 
own packed lunch! 

 
12:30 P.M.  Motor tour of the Island departs—a 

$10 fee applies for this tour.   

 View the MIMS volunteer efforts at the 
August Beck Farm and the SMI 
Schoolhouse. 

 
3:00 P.M.  Motor Tour returns to Village.  

Members may visit 

 Visitor CenterIsland Museum  

 Lighthouse Tour - learn about the history 
of the light and view a breathtaking vista. 

 Walk the Island’s beautiful beaches and go 
for a swim. 

 Tour Haas House Exhibit 
 

4:00 P.M.  All Aboard—Miche-Mokwa departs 
from the Island.  Cash bar available. 

5:30P.M. Arrival at Leland dock  
 

Manitou Islands Memorial Society 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, July 30, 2017 

 
10:00 A.M.  Arrival and visitation at  Empire Town 

Hall—Bring your photos and Island 
memories to  share. 

 
12:00 P.M.  Pot Luck Luncheon—Main Entrees will 

be provided by MIMS Board.  Please bring 
a dish to share for approximately 15 
people and your own table service.  Tea, 
lemonade and water will be provided.  

 
1:00 P.M.  Annual Meeting—What is your “Island 

Connection?” President’s Report, NPS 
report, Treasurer’s Report, Reports on 
Island projects, and elections for Vice 
President and Secretary. 

 
3:00 P.M.  Final Announcements and 

Adjournment 
 
3:30 P.M.  Clean-up - Volunteers appreciated 
 
4:00 P.M.  Hall Closes 
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Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 
Update by Scott Tucker, Superintendent 

 
 The National Park Service 
(NPS) is preparing an 
Environmental Assessment 
(EA) for shoreline stabilization 
at the South Manitou Island 
Lighthouse complex within 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore in accordance with 
the National Environmental 

Policy Act.  The purpose of this project is to protect 
the structures within the historic lighthouse 
complex from current shoreline erosion. The goal is 
to accomplish shoreline stabilization, preventing 
future erosion along approximately 800 linear feet 
of nearshore Lake Michigan waters. 
The previously installed shoreline stabilization 
materials have been removed by wave and/or ice 
action or are in poor condition, with many of the 
foundational elements exposed and subject to 
additional damage/removal.  In addition to the 
compromised stabilization features, wave action 
over the winter of 2015-2016 resulted in significant 
shoreline erosion east of the stabilization 
structures. This shoreline erosion extends east 
approximately 300 feet and inland 60-80. 
Approximately 200 linear feet of preexisting 
boardwalk, which provided access to the 
lighthouse complex, was washed away. Shoreline 
stabilization failure and erosion to the east are a 
serious concern to the nationally significant 
lighthouse complex, which is a Historic Landmark 
District.   
Actions for shoreline stabilization would include 
rehabilitation of the existing shoreline revetment 
with some modifications to adjust for the recent 
shoreline changes. This would involve the reuse of 
existing stone materials as bedding and core 
materials, installation of geotextile, and new, 
properly sized and placed armor stone.  A 
combination of stone structures and imported sand 

would be employed to restore a sandy shoreline 
where it has existed historically. 
Under a separate but related project, rehabilitation 
of the lighthouse complex would include 
restoration and repair of four of the six buildings in 
the complex: the lighthouse, the keeper’s dwelling, 
the passageway connecting the lighthouse and 
keeper’s dwelling, and the fog signal building. 
Restoration of the cultural landscape would include 
removal of encroaching vegetation, planting of 
native dune vegetation, and repair or restoration of 
small-scale features. Accessible routes will also be 
considered.  
Our goal is to have a contract in place before Oct 
1st and construction this fall. 

 
From: the President’s Desk, 
Rhonda Kruch 

 
Hello MIMS Members, 

As your current 
President, I encourage you to 
get involved in any way 
possible.  Newsletter articles 
are always welcome.  Stories 
detailing the events of recent 
trips to either island or past 
trips are wonderful windows 
into island adventures.  

Volunteers are also needed for current restoration 
projects at August Beck and Theodore Beck.  To be 
included for the summer work, a member must 
contact the MIMS Board the previous winter.  Plans 
are put into motion far before the actual trip to the 
island occurs in the spring and summer months.  
Donations to fund these projects are the 
foundation to our accomplishments.  Please 
consider helping in any possible.  Maybe you have 
something else to offer.  Just let us know.  Many 
hands make light work! 

We hope to see you either on SMI on July 
29th or at Empire Township Hall for the MIMS 
Annual Meeting on July 30th.  
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Theodore Beck House restoration 

continues, by Paul Rocheleau 

May 19, 2017- May 22, 
2017 Shad Welke and myself 
scraped and put the first coat, ( 
primer) of paint on the north 
side of the Theo Beck farm 
house. We also removed  
vegetation around the house  
with hand tools. 

The Park is working on 
getting permits to secure the shore on the east and 
south corner of the Island near the Lighthouse to 
prevent any further erosion. The high lake levels 
and storm action over the winter,  caused erosion 
near the Lighthouse and corrective action will be 
taken soon. 

Theodore Beck house before (photo by Paul Rocheleau) 

 
 
 

Theodore Beck house after (photo by Paul Rocheleau) 

 
 

 

Erosion along boardwalk to SMI Lighthouse  
(photo by Paul Rocheleau) 

 
South Manitou Island Exhibits at The 
Thompson House/ Visitor Center, by Laura 
Quackenbush – Curator and Museum 
Technician 

Exhibits in the South 
Manitou Island Visitor Center - 
The Thompson House - have a 
new look! Park carpenters 
repaired the foundation and 
repainted the interior for the 
south rooms. With the 
objective of providing more and 

improved interpretation of island history, the 
1985 exhibits were re-written and new 
photographs added while efficiently re-using 
the existing wooden panels.  

South Manitou Island Visitor Center – The Thompson House 
(photo by Laura Quackenbush) 

 



Manitou Islands Memorial Society         Manitou Memories Summer 2017 Newsletter  
   

Dedicated to preserving the historic and cultural resources of Michigan’s Manitou Islands Page 4 
 

As a museum curator, focused on long-term 
preservation as well as interpretation, I have been 
very concerned about the condition of the objects 
in the Visitor Center. The lack of climate and pest 
control took their toll on vulnerable objects. The 
solution was to carefully select stable objects that 
could be displayed in acrylic "cubes" that would 
provide physical security and moderate relative 
humidity. This has resulted in fewer but protected 
objects on display. The bookcase case in the Peth 
room was painted to kill the mold and fitted with 
gaskets and most of the objects were re-displayed. 
You will also see some of the objects that have 
been stored on the mainland back on the island. 
Outside, thanks to the SMI VIPs, the old Model T 
was moved to the front yard and plastic wood 
blocks installed to keep the equipment off the 
ground. In 2017 we are finishing the north rooms in 
the Visitor Center. The new displays on natural 
history will include interactive exhibits for kids (of 
all ages) and other exhibits on Manitou Island's 
shipwrecks and boats. We expect the new 
additions to be completed by the end of the 
summer.  

The financial support and help of Manitou 
Islands Memorial Society has been and is greatly 
appreciated! 
 

Bringing History to the MIMS Annual 
Meeting, by Cindy Heisler. 

 

My dear extended family and island friends, 
I wanted to share with you our plans for the 
reunion this summer on Sunday, July 30, 2017.  My 
grandmother, Zella Mae Mabie Furst Hutzler had 
two trunks stored at the Grand Traverse Lighthouse 
at the time of her death in 1943.  When my 
grandfather, Ernest G. Hutzler had to retire in 
December of 1946 and had married Josephine, the 
postmistress of Northport, Michigan; Josephine 
owned a four-square 2 story-flat in Northport.  Her 
daughter Mary Jane, her husband, George Bissell, 
and, eventually, their six children occupied the 
lower floor.  There was no room, nor desire for 

those trunks in her house.  Since my parents had 
some bit of post-war stability, having bought a 
home in Berkeley, IL, close to Hines Hospital, where 
my father worked and received medical care, 
Josephine shipped the trunks to them.  As my 
mother was several months pregnant with me and 
they were just settling in, the trunks went to the 
attic.  Several years later, when they moved to 
their next home, which was smaller, the trunks 
were positioned on joists above the large living 
room ceiling, which put anyone who might venture 
to open them at risk of falling through the ceiling as 
they were precariously balanced.  In addition, there 
was little motivation.  Approaching them created 
lots of depression and tears for my mother. No 
matter how much I pleaded for her to help me go 
through things, she preferred to dwell on the 
present and enjoy her grandchildren.  Based on the 
fond memories the children have of my mother, it 
was mutually agreeable.  In 2004, my brother 
married for the first time at age 54 and prepared to 
sell the home that had been in our family since 
1953.  The trunks made it to a storage locker and 
then the contents to massive tubs. I have been 
going through them as time permitted.  At this 
point, those precious grandchildren are saying to 
me that they do not want to go through what John 
and I have gone through in cleaning out our 
families’ homes.  Though we have recently retired, 
we find our time limited.  I have had as many as 6 
medical procedures in some years since 2004.  In 
addition, our house has needed some major repair 
and maintenance just as any place does after 
42(64) years.  We also have our 7-year-old and 3-
year-old grandsons nearby. Our daughter has a 14-
year-old son and 12-year-old daughter, who 
attended the 2005 reunion.  They went to the 
island with us in September of 2013. Since then 
they have added a 2-year-old son and another son 
is expected in early August. They live in central 
Missouri on a 118-acre farm. 

I have given a few treasures to the National 
Lakeshore Museum, through Laura Quackenbush, 
such as Walter A. Hutzler’s moth-eaten uniform 
from the USS Tuscarorae.  I plan to bring up as 
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much as I can to the Annual meeting on July 30th.  I 
am enclosing a brief list and copying that to Laura.  

John and I will also be at the Grand Traverse 
Lighthouse Museum from July 21-28 as the 
volunteer keepers.    

 
Items I plan to bring: 

 A real head scratcher 

 An insurance policy for property and 
contents, and discharge of mortgage for a 
property on Antrim St. in Charlevoix for 
Adelbert and Gertrude Burdick of Danville, 
Contra Costa Co., CA.  There is a small pencil 
marking saying “Furst” at the bottom of the 
front page, from 1915-16. 

 A dog license form issued to Ernest Hutzler 
in 1918 for SMI 

 A dog license form issued to Ernest Hutzler 
in 1922 for NMI  

 A U.S. postal service money order from Oct. 
15, 1917 for $1 to pay for insurance 
purchased by Ernest Hutzler to pay agent 
Frank S. Hardy of Empire, signed by Ernest 
and the postmistress, his mother, Selma 
Hutzler. The only full signature that I have. 

 Marriage license for Ernest and Zella 6 
October 1917; witnesses signing were Tracy 
Grosvenor of N. Manitou Is. and Della 
Firestone of Suttons Bay. This will return 
home with us. 

 

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

Lap Robe (horse), photo by Gloria Wyzgoski 

 This lap robe (horse) has an enlarged hole 
where the bullet entered.  S/he was a South 
Manitou Is. resident before living out its 
useful life. Originally it was used as a lap 
robe for sleighs and wagons, but eventually 
travelled with my grandfather until it stayed 
with us at our house.  Laura has a better 
one for their collection.  Perhaps it could be 
used for interpretation for Port Oneida 
Days.  Whatever, it does not belong stored 
under a chest of drawers at our house.  It 
needs to go closer to home.  I assume it was 
from the Hutzler farm, but it has no official 
provenance beyond my grandfather’s car 
trunk.   

 Another item is an autograph book that 
Edith Bates (see letter from her son) started 
in the mid-30’s.  I asked; she does not want 
it back.  Over 30 SMI residents including 
Dale Hutzler and Bertha Peth and the 
Anderson girls signed it.  I am certain this 
probably belongs with the NPS collection.  
My mom was probably supposed to sign it 
and just did not get to it before they moved 
to Charlevoix and was forgotten.  

 I will also bring great grandma Phoebe’s 
Hair Book, a rather odd tradition of the late 
1800’s where locks of hair are collected.  
Included are head hair of Lora T. Mabie.  
Anyone descended from Zella or Aunt 
Minnie Harwood is descended from these 
two.  I checked; they will not provide usable 
DNA samples.  Those have to be from the 
roots not mid-shaft. This will return home 
with us.    
 

I will be continuing to sort through more 
articles/papers and hopefully have some other 
treasures to share. 

 
I am so hoping to connect with cousins that I 

have not seen in so long.  Glo 
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Letter from Dennis Bates, 
 written February 14, 2017 
 

Dear Judy,  
Visited with Mother this past week as 

we passed thru Atlanta.  At 96, going on 97 
in May, I must say she looks great.  She still 
goes out very Friday to have her hair and 
nails done.  She is mostly very alert, and her 
doctors say she looks 10 years younger than 
she is. 
 I tried to talk her into one more visit 
to the Island, but she doesn’t want to travel 
to far from home.   
 The best to all, and continue to keep 
Island love alive. 
 
Sincerely,  
Dennis Bates 
 
 

 “Our First Best Friends,” “Our Cousins,” 
“Remembering Cousin Bill,” 
 by Gloria Wyzgoski 

 

 
Photo by Gloria Wyzgoski 

North Manitou Island Memories 
growing up, spending time with Grandma 
and Grandpa Cloutier, aunts and uncles 
and, of course, our first “Best Friends,” our 
cousins.  True, not all cousins have shared 
those special days which made our mission 
that much more important.  This has been a 
long journey with many twists and turns.  
Our turning point; after at least twenty 
years was MIMS and Judy Fogle, Rita Hadra 
Rusco’s book, “North Manitou Island 
Between Sunrise and Sunset,” together with 
“My Point of View” by Glenn Furst, finally 
two “Best Friend Cousins” were coming 
home.  Bill, who preferred to be called 
“Kent,” his given name, Glo preferred 
calling “Bill.”  I’d like to believe we had a 
special bond; tied to our love of Grandma 
and Grandpa Cloutier; the memories we 
both shared and kept alive; our times with 
Grandma and Grandpa, uncles, aunts and 
cousins on North Manitou Island.  In 
November 2015, for Bill’s birthday I put 
together a book; and called it “North 
Manitou Memories.”  Bill gained a great 
deal of pleasure from “North Manitou 
Memories.”  It is a story in pictures; each 
picture telling its own story; the story 
written next to the picture.  All pictures 
taken on North Manitou Island that I have 
are included as well as post cards and 
letters.  A picture of Bill’s brother Phillip 
standing behind Grandpa and Grandma’s 
house, the house prominent in the picture 
on the shore of Glo standing on the dock on 
North Manitou and the artist’s rendition on 
the cover of Rita’s book.  Bill’s cousin’s Bob 
and Butch Cloutier standing on the dock, 
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same dock, Marie leaned on a post; the 
post gave way, so did Marie!  Tears in my 
eyes; if only Bill were sharing these stories.  
These and the stories; sitting by the fire at 
night by that dock; if only??  Not to be.  
Others in the family wanted a copy of Bill’s 
book, fortunately the book is on a DVD.  If it 
were not for Bill, I know the album “North 
Manitou Memories” would not exist.  
“North Manitou Memories” does exist now; 
in Bill’s memory; the picture header on this 
letterhead on the cover.   As a new 
tradition, when one of our family has a 
graduate from high school I gift them with 
the DVD and a Grandma and Grandpa 
Cloutier family picture.  The Cloutier family 
picture taken just prior to Grandpa and 
Grandma’s youngest son, Deward Cloutier 
before he went off to fight in WWII; under 
General Patton.  Through the years, could I, 
would I have done it alone without Bill?  We 
all make a difference.  I know for certain the 
journey; the memories are a whole lot 
better. 

Time is like a river, you cannot touch 
the same water twice, because the flow 
that has passed will never pass again.  Enjoy 
every moment in life.  We suddenly lost Bill 
April 4, 2017, he turned 80 November 25, 
2015.  The last time I was to see Bill, March 
11, 2017, cousin Marie’s 80th birthday.  We 
talked about getting together with Judy to 
give her a more detailed account of our 
time on the island.  Bill and his best friend 
companion “Murphy!”  Not just a dog; no 
Murphy eats ground sirloin; Murphy,  
registered of course; and a registered 
Service Dog.  Murphy stood by his master; 

always close as Bill bailed hay or worked 
with his horses.  I’m certain misses riding 
sidecar; a trucker?   I snapped a couple 
pictures that day; not knowing; how could 
anyone? 

Kent William 
Cook, Sr. was born 
in Pontiac, 
Michigan, son of 
Grandpa and 
Grandma Cloutier’s 
“only daughter” 
Adelaide Cloutier-
Cook and Lloyd 
Cook.  He grew up 
spending a great 

deal of time with Grandpa and Grandma 
Cloutier.  Although not finishing high school 
when he joined the Army and was stationed 
in Bamberg, Germany; Bill earned his 
diploma.  Bill was a proud Veteran; proud of 
his country and involved in getting the 
Vietnam Veteran’s Moving Wall to 
Sandusky, MI.  Raised Catholic, Bill, a 
devout Catholic, was a member of Holy 
Family Parish St. Elizabeth Catholic Church, 
Knights of Columbus; current Grand Knight; 
Marlette VFW Post #4837.  Bill lived with his 
wife Pat Cook in Clifford where he farmed; 
enjoyed his horses, 10 grandchildren, 7 
great-grandchildren and an avid collector of 
John Wayne.  Cowboy at heart!  “Cousin 
Bill” has two sons, Kent (Kirsten) Cook, John 
(Sally) Gudith; four daughters, Christina 
(Rob) Perkins, Michelle Cook, Gloria Trigg, 
Jody Gudith.  Three brothers, Phillip Cook, 
Tim Cook, Mike Cook, two sisters, Joyce 
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Cook and Jackie Cook.  Several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.   
Bill was preceded in death by one son, 
Christopher Cook and one daughter, 
Jennifer Mosoley. 
Bill is laid to rest at Great Lakes National 
Cemetery in Holly, Michigan. 

Cousin Bill with his favorite dog and family (2
nd

 from 
right). Photo from Gloria Wyzgoski 

 

I hope my story about my cousin Bill 
gives you a sense of who he “is” and what 
he meant to me and our memories, as Rita 
wrote so well on North Manitou Island, 
Between Sunrise and Sunrise and Sunset.  
Good Night Moon!  Miss You Cousin Bill. 

 
Always,  
Your Cousin Glo 
 
Crossing the Ice, by Joseph Stormer, 
Edited by Julie Morris 

 
The following is 

the story of a 
dangerous crossing on 
the ice of Lake 
Michigan from North 
Manitou Island to the 
mainland at Glen 

Arbor, Michigan. The story describes not 
only the events of March 14, 1917, but the 
bravery of the men, and particularly of their 
leader, the author’s father. The day 
described was about a month before the 
author’s 18th birthday on April 17, 1917.  By 
Julie Morris, Granddaughter of Joe Stormer. 
 

By Joe Stormer,  
October 1, 1975 

 
I had been driving a team of horses 

hauling logs in my Dad’s lumber camp on 
North Manitou Island during the winter of 
1916-17. In those days, the work day was 
10 hours and the work week was six days. 
The day for a teamster began at 4:15 a.m. 
when each man driving a team was 
awakened to feed, clean, and harness the 
team he was to drive that day. 
 On the morning of this story I was the 
last to finish preparing my team. Just before 
I was ready to leave, my father, Peter 
Stormer, came in the barn. He walked its 
length and on his way back he stopped at 
the stall my team was in. I knew that he had 
something on his mind. He said, “Your team 
looks in good condition.” He also said that 
he was planning on taking three teams and 
sleighs across the ice to Glen Arbor to get 
hay for the stock. He had picked the three 
men and their teams to make the trip. They 
were Torson Nelson with Paddy and a blind 
dark bay named Dick; Pete Gillness with 
Dell and Maude, and me with John and 
Belgium Charlie. Both Nelson and Gillness 
were from Suttons Bay. 
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 We were to leave as soon as possible 
after breakfast. We would have to put rocks 
in the logging sleighs to weigh them down 
on the trip over. The sleighs had a bunk 
both in front and in the rear. 
 It was about 8 a.m. by the time we 
got on the ice. We had to take planks to get 
over a crack in the ice at the point where 
the Coast Guard Lighthouse was. Even after 
the lake froze over there would still be a 
crack running Northeast to Cat Head Point 
on the mainland near Northport. The 
current around the point on North Manitou 
Island apparently caused the crack. We had 
no trouble crossing over the crack. We left 
the planks there to be used on the return 
trip. 
 It was a bright sunny day and before 
we got very far the snow on the ice melted. 
Soon some of the ice itself melted and 
before we got to Glen Arbor there were 
several inches of water on the ice. We still 
arrived without event shortly after noon. 
We put the horses in a barn and gave them 
their feed. We also ate our own noon meal 
at the hotel there. 
 We loaded about five tons of hay on 
the sleighs and began the return trip to the 
Island about 3:30 p.m. We made good time 
and were at the channel before dark. We 
noticed that all the water that had been on 
the ice on the way over had disappeared, 
leaving the surface of the ice dry. Dad 
talked to me about it and we both knew 
that there had to be holes in the ice for the 
water to drain away. 
 Torson was in the lead with his team, 
Pete Gillness was next, and I was last. It was 

about dusk when the front feet of Torson’s 
off horse went through the ice. Torson hit 
the other horse with the whip and he took 
off with the load, pulling the first horse’s 
front feet out. Then the hind feet went in 
the water and after another crack of the 
whip they were clear as well. 
 Dad had an ice spud with him and he 
tested the ice around the hole. About 30 or 
40 feet directly South he found another 
hole. We discussed the situation and 
decided to go between the two holes. Pete 
Gillness went first and I followed. We 
stayed some distance apart in order not to 
put too much weight on the ice in one 
place. We remained that distance apart 
during the remainder of the trip and 
fortunately had no more breakthroughs. 
 By this time, it was getting dark. The 
lighthouse was closed but they had a light in 
the tower which they called the winter 
light. We drove straight for that light. I was 
wondering how we were going to get over 
that wide crack near the Lighthouse in the 
dark. When we got nearer we could make 
see a moving light on the surface of the ice. 
We found when we arrived at the crack that 
some Coast Guardsmen and local people 
had put the planks we left there over the 
crack and had put snow on them for better 
footing.  We just drove over the planks and 
went to the Coast Guard Station and off the 
ice. 
 It was about four miles from the 
Lighthouse to the Coast Guard Station and 
about a mile and a half to Camp Number 1, 
known as the old camp. It was about 11 
p.m. when we finally reached camp.  
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Author’s Note: 

Joseph Stormer (Photo from MIMS archives) 
  

If there is any question about how I 
can remember so clearly something that 
happened 58 years ago, my 
recommendation is for the reader to try 
such a trip and if you get back, I guarantee 
that you will remember it too. From the 
time, we found the holes to when we got 
off the ice at the Lighthouse seemed like a 
week. To the best of my knowledge, I am 
the only one alive at this date who made 
the trip. I was born on April 17, 1899 near 
Empire. 

The winter of 1916-17 had been a 
long one and was also very cold. We started 

hauling logs on December 17. That fall we 
had stocked 125 tons of hay and 4,000 or 
5,000 bushels of oats. We were not out of 
hay but it could be a month or more before 
the pasture would be good for the cattle 
and extra horses. 
 I have always believed that my father 
was the best judge of people and of horses 
that I have ever known. He could also take 
risks, such as the trip described above 
without showing fear or uncertainty. He 
talked to me and to the others about what 
to do is such a manner that we all had 
complete confidence in his decisions. My 
father was born on January 24, 1860 on 
North Manitou Island and died on June 24, 
1940 near Empire. 
 The hay that we got on that trip came 
from Empire by teams from the Empire 
Lumber Company. The foundation for the 
gang saw for the mill still stands as a kind of 
monument of the lumber business for the 
people of Empire. The logs that we got out 
that winter went to a lumber company in 
Manistee. I think it was the Sands Lumber 
Company. 
 For as long as I can remember my 
Dad was known as the Old Man. It bothered 
me for a long time for him to be known that 
way, but as I worked with the men and 
joined in their conversations, I could see 
why. It was a term of respect and 
admiration. He was known that way in part 
because of his silent strength. Not a loud 
word or a cuss word was spoken among the 
four of us on the trip across the ice. 
 He was the Old Man. 
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Opportunities* 
Note:  The cards and The South Manitou Story will 
be sold at the annual meeting for $10.00 ea. 
 
The South Manitou Story 
written by Gerald E. Crowner 
  

About the Author: 
My father, Gerald E. Crowner, was 
born in 1905, at Hart, MI.  His 
Grandparents lived in Pentwater 
near the Life Saving Station where 
his Grandpa was a member of the 
crew.  It was here that Dad began 
learning about the life of a 
surfman.  At age 15, Dad’s family 

moved to Pentwater where he signed up as a 
Temporary Surfman, studying the duties of 
standing watch, signal sessions, and beach cart 
drills.  After graduating from high school, even 
though he was gainfully employed at a sign 
company, he inquired about serving in the Coast 
Guard at the Tenth District Offices in Grand Haven.  
Dad signed up, was stationed to South Manitou 
Island, making the crossing from Glen Haven on 
December 28, 1926.  Thus began a lifelong love of 
the Island.  Memories of adventures on South 
Manitou Island with my parents and family 
continue to bring joy to my heart today! 

Bio written by:  Lynn (Crowner) Roe, July 
2012.  All proceeds go to Manitou Islands memorial 
Society.  The book is being sold at a cost of $15 
which includes shipping and handling. 
 
A Note Card has been donated to MIMS by Linda 

Wolf entitled “Going Home” 
South Manitou Island 
Lighthouse.  Linda’s mother was 
Betty Jean Tobin (Hopkins) and 
her grandparents were Lottie 
and John King Tobin.  The MIMS 
Board would like to extend our 
appreciation to Linda for this 

fundraising opportunity.   

 
All proceeds go to Manitou Islands Memorial Society.  
The note cards, with individual envelopes, have been 
packaged in groups of 10 at a cost of $15 which includes 
shipping and handling.  Please send your order and 
payment to: 

 
MIMS  
PO Box 177  
Empire, MI  49630 
 

Jigsaw Puzzle 
 

 
1871 Plan for New Light 
House Tower at South 
Manitou Island 500 piece 
jigsaw puzzle.  This is the 
website (made in 
Michigan).   This puzzle is 
also available at 
Schuler’s Book Store. 

http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/pro
ducts/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing 
 
 
 

MIMS Website  
 

Check out the MIMS website:  
www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org 

We are still adding information – PayPal is 
in place. You will be able complete the 
Membership Form and Photo Release Form 
(download and forward online) etc.  We are open 
to suggestions as well.   

If you are a member (dues currently paid) – 
you will be able to read the newsletters, minutes, 
and view photographs online (soon).  You will need 
to login and give yourself a password.  Any 
problems, contact 
judy@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org. 

Our thanks to Dhammika Welipitiya of iLeo 
Technology, Okemos, Michigan, for coordinating 
our site.  www.ileotechnology.com 
  

http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/products/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing
http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/products/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing
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MIMS     
PO Box 177 
Empire, MI 49630 
 
 
 
 

 
 
President: Rhonda Kruch 
Vice President: Robert Beck 
Treasurer: Julie Morris 
Secretary: Judy A. Fogle 
Member-at-Large:  Jeff Reuteler 
Member-at-Large:  Paul Rocheleau 
Member-at-Large:  Randy Mackie 
Editor/Website:  Judy A. Fogle 
 

 

 

 

 

       

The following is a list of membership/renewals and donations since our last 
Winter 2017 newsletter.  Thanks to our generous members. 

 
James and Kaylynn Anderson 
Kelvin & Candee Anderson 
Dan & Dorothy Belanger 
Sean & Helen Deflorio 
Jan Faulkner 
Robert & Lynette Fitzsimmons 
Charles Gempel 
Dr. Richard Halik 
Rhonda and Joe Kruch 
 
 

Robert Kruch 
Nancy and Fred Luthardt 
Mamudi Morgan 
Kelley Peterson 
Michael J. Rocheleau 
Lynn Roe 
Rich & Corrina VanBeest 
Linda Wolf 
Bob and Sara Zielesch 
 
 

Just a reminder, the MIMS Newsletter (Manitou Memories) is published 2 times per year by the Manitou 

Islands Memorial Society and its contents may not be duplicated or reproduces in any manner without 

written permission by the MIMS Executive Board.  


