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Manitou Islands Memorial Society

Annual Excursion
Saturday, July 25, 2015
9:15 A.M. Arrival and check-in time at Manitou
Island Transit’s ticket office. Advance
reservations are highly recommended to
guarantee space and facilitate MIT. Extra
parking fee applies and cars must be
parked at remote lot (car pool from dock
to parking and return). Phone MIT at 1231-256-9061.
10:00 A.M. All Aboard—Miche-Mokwa departs
for South Manitou Island



Walk the Island’s beautiful beaches and go
for a swim.
Tour Haas House Exhibit

4:00 P.M. All Aboard—Miche-Mokwa departs
from the Island. Cash bar available.
5:30P.M. Arrival at Leland dock
Manitou Islands Memorial Society

Annual Meeting
Sunday, July 26, 2015
10:00 A.M. Arrival and visitation at Empire Town
Hall—Bring your photos and Island
memories to share.

11:30 A.M. Arrival at SMI dock. Assemble on
lawn in front of Coast Guard Station for
welcoming comments and to enjoy your
own packed lunch!

12:00 P.M. Pot Luck Luncheon—Main Entrees will
be provided by MIMS Board. Please bring
a dish to share for approximately 15
people and your own table service. Tea,
lemonade and water will be provided.

12:30 P.M. Motor tour of the Island departs—a
$10 fee applies for this tour.
 View the MIMS volunteer efforts at the
August Beck Farm and the SMI
Schoolhouse.

1:00 P.M. Annual Meeting—What is your “Island
Connection?” President’s Report, NPS
report, Treasurer’s Report, Reports on
Island projects, and elections for Vice
President and Secretary.

3:00 P.M. Motor Tour returns to Village.
Members may
 Island Museum closed this year
 Lighthouse Tour - learn about the history
of the light and view a breathtaking vista.

3:00 P.M. Final Announcements and
Adjournment
3:30 P.M. Clean-up - Volunteers appreciated
4:00 P.M. Hall Closes
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From: the President’s Desk,
Paul Rocheleau
Volunteers are always
welcome. If you are interested,
contact MIMS at

info@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org

Progress continues at the Theodore Beck
farmhouse. In the spring, May 14th to 18th,
2015, Jeff Moskowitz and I worked on
clearing vegetation away from the building
and restoring the porches on the south and
east side. Painting was completed on the
south side. We plan to return in early
September.
While on this trip I found the main barn
and some smaller out buildings due North
of the farmhouse. A very good discovery!
Plans are in place to build benches with
storage for “period” games. These benches
will be at the Haas House.

Photos by Paul Rocheleau

Photo by Jeff Reuteler
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Photos from the Past

David and Elizabeth Beck, who brought their children to
South Manitou Island.
Elderly August Beck in his 80s (note crops in the
background).

August Beck, 1853-1941, young man (we believe the
branch is a prop).

House built by August Beck (NE side)

Photo courtesy of Robert Beck, great grandson of August
Beck. The house that you see in the upper middle of the
picture, I think is the first house, and maybe where Elizabeth
and David resided.

August Beck, maybe in his 40s?
Dedicated to preserving the historic and cultural resources of Michigan’s Manitou Islands
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Edward Beebe’s black and white
photo postcards!
Jack Hobey and the Leelanau Press are researching
history of well-known Edward Beebe’s black and
white photo postcards that he took in Leelanau
County, most particularly North Manitou Island.
We are interested in whether he was invited by a
North Manitou Island family to photograph. It is
believed he visited between 1909 and 1911 and
took close to 100 photographs. Not all of them
were signed Beebe or B-B. We are looking for
unusual photographs, especially with people,
animals and possibly including Beebe in the photo
as well.
We are also looking for local newspapers during
those years as they are not available on microfilm
in public libraries. Should anyone have any
information of Beebe’s presence in the county and
people he might have known or visited, and why he
did not photograph on South Manitou Island,
please let us know. Jack Hobey has written a book
on Edward Beebe, and we are planning another.
We will plan on coming to MIMS Annual meeting
on Sunday, July 26th, 2015, and will bring a scanner.
Barbara Siepker, siepker@aol.com, Box 115, Glen
Arbor, MI 49636, 231-334-4395
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Docks. A year later, Moses Dexter settled his
family on the Island. Moses was a blacksmith, but
he also worked as a sailor and mate on the 18 foot
sloop-rigged open boat owned by Chauncey
Woolsey. The wooding station and sawmills were
dependent on large numbers of horses and oxen to
haul heavy loads.
Moses and Amanda had a daughter Amanda, who
married John Henry Dalton and eventually moved
to the mainland. I think they had two children –
Orella Pauline and Ellen, who may have been born
on the island.
Moses' wife, Amanda, was in the 1850 Federal
Census of Mackinac, Michigan. In their household:
Moses H Dexter 46, A Dexter 39, Judson Dexter
18, Amanda R Dexter 15, H Dexter 10. M Dexter
8, Jane Dexter 6, Josephine Dexter 3, Isaac Dexter
1. (It is reported that Moses moved his family to
the island in 1849.)
"The Traverse Region," published by H. R. Page &
Co., Chicago 1880, (p.245) is the source of Amanda
Dexter's marriage to John Dalton September
1853. The must have remained on the island for
several years as in the 1860 Fed Census they were
still there. That means that at least three oldest of
their 10 children must have been born on the
Island. John Henry Dalton Jr. (1855-1947) Orella
Pauline Dalton (1857 - 1942) Ellen Amanda Sophia
Dalton (1859).

Ancestry Request – Moses and
Amanda Dexter

Any information you have would be greatly
appreciated! Mary Ellen Hermann,
merrie1404@gmail.com

I am searching for any information on Moses
Dexter, his wife, Amanda Harrington Dexter, and
their family. They were from Vermont.
Amanda Harrington Dexter may have died on the
Island. Does anyone have records?

Correction

John Dalton came to the Island in 1948 and was
employed as the manager on one of Pickard’s

George Tobin is the oldest living man that lived on
the South Manitou Island! George is 98 years of
age (he will be 99 next month). Thanks for letting
us know, Bonnie (Tobin) Bellmer.
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Members tell how they are
related to the Islands








Maureen Albright (Edwin Tobin’s
daughter). South Manitou Island – the
cemetery (my dad is buried there). Lottie
and John Tobin were my Grandma and
Grandpa. My Mother, Iola Ruegsegger
taught school there – the last teacher – we
moved from the Island in 1946. Dad was
killed in a car accident 5 years later. We
moved to Big Rapids and Mom remarried to
Albert Cameron. I was 11 years old – Mom,
Iola, was a teacher until she retired. I had
one brother, Keith, and he lives in Wichita
Falls, Texas. Mother, Keith and I lived in the
house right behind Grandma Tobin’s until
we moved. Mother was married to Ed
Tobin for 6 years before he died. I was four
and she was pregnant with Keith. I have
been back to the Island several times to
visit. Stayed with Marie Smith one week
(she lived in Ben Johnson’s house then).
Always wished there was some place to stay
there. I would love to see the lighthouse
lite again. Hope to be at the reunion in
July!
Jeffrey and Agnes Smith, Grandfather,
Oscar Smith, was captain of Life Saving
Station in 1920’s. Father, Willard John
Smith, went to school on Island until high
school. Then lived with Aunt and Uncle in
Sutton’s Bay. Father graduated C.G.
Academy in 1933/retired as Commander of
C.G. in 1971
Robert Bates, my mother, Edith Bates
(Robinette) grew up on the Island. She is 95
now, but still enjoys hearing about the
Island.
Julie and Jackie Morris, Julie’s grandfather,
Joseph Stormer, from NMI, (lumberman)
and her grandmother, Ethel Furst Stormer,
was born on SMI, her mother was Zella






Stormer Morris (married to Donald Morris
((past president of MIMS)). Fact: Tracy
Grosvenor picked up Ethel from South
Manitou Island and then picked up Joseph
from North Manitou Island and took them
to mainland where they got married
(Charlevoix, MI, we believe).
Molly Nichols, father, John Anderson, lived
on South Manitou Island.
Lauren Cribbs, Theodore Beck is my 3rd
great grandfather. His son, Arthur, is my
Dad’s Grandpa. Grandmother, Marcetis
was born on the Island and lived there for
two years. Family history/ancestry is one of
my passions so that’s why I signed up to be
a member!
Denise Elwell, my Grandfather was Arthur
Beck, Theodore Beck’s son.

Alma, Ida, Arthur, Willie Beck (1915?)








Elizabeth Churchward, Great Grandmother,
was Anna Stormer.
Charles and Maudie Anderson, my Dad,
Charles M. Anderson lived on South
Manitou until he was 13 years old. He
wrote the book “Isle of View.”
Donald A. Thompson, and sisters, Theresa
Wilson and daughter, Betsy Thompson,
Grandfather is Floyd Thompson was born
and lived on South Manitou Island, and my
Great Grandmother, is buried on South
Manitou Island.
Barbara Johnson, my Mother, Cecelia, was
the daughter of Charles and Mollie
Anderson, and was one of 12 children.
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John S. Karliak, was in the Coast Guard
from 1957-58 on the Islands.
Caroline Sanctorum, Great Grandparents
and Grand Uncles/Cousins came from Paris,
France, to live on North Manitou Island in
the 1800’s and worked in logging.
Dr. Richard (Dick) Halik became friends
with Fred and Bea Burdick, through his
mother, who worked with Bea. When he
graduated from high school in 1961, Fred
asked him to come and live on South
Manitou Island and run the store and
cottages he was building on Florence Lake.
Dick knew nothing about the Island. George
Grosvenor was captain of the Clipper and
brought Dick over to the Island with all the
store supplies (peanut butter and crackers,
etc.), but the store didn’t have shelves yet,
so they stacked the food and supplies under
a canopy. Dick brought along his dog, Sandy
Sue Blue, a rescue. Dick enjoyed meeting
the “Island” folks that lived on South
Manitou Island: Dela Grosvenor, George’s
mother, Mike and Marie Smith, (Mike had a
saw mill and Marie taught school on
mainland); Bill Moore (he had saw mill too),
Joe Harold, he ran the Marina. Cleaned
cottages, beach, maintaining boats,
refrigerators, feeding the donkeys and
horses. Lyle and Doris Swanson, bought a
lot; the Browns and their daughter, Doris
Shirk (now lives on Beaver Island), and later
her son Wayne (buried on the Island); Sylvia
and Dan Kruger; Esther and Ed Riker and
their sons Russ, Rich and Ronnie (buried on
the Island). Dick spent 8 summers helping
out Fred. Fred and Bea came on weekends
and took vacations for a couple of weeks
each summer. The Store didn’t have hours,
but if you rang the bell, Dick would come
and serve you. Even if he was next door
with Mike and Marie playing Pinochle. They
would hold the game while Dick ran next
door to serve a customer and then come
back to finish the game. He was well fed by
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Marie, Della, and later Betty Kramer, or Jack
Jenks (Haas house). There were beach fires
by the Johnson house on the point. The
Grosvenors had a dog named Smiley and
sometimes he would miss the ferry back to
Leland and so Smiley would spend the night
with Dick and his dog. There was a root
cellar out back of Fred’s place, and Mike
Grosvenor and Freddie Kramer (14 year
olds) were known to sneak down there and
drink the beer. Mr. Harris house lived at the
Lodge. Doris Shrik’s husband, Rocky, had a
little air plane and he would fly in, as well as
Father Harnish, a priest from Lake City, MI.
Lou Raynor built a house by the Bay
Campground, a potter that taught art in
Okemos, MI. Dick made friends with the
guys that lived on the “Crib”, who would
come and buy at the store. Dick spent one
night on the “Crib” and found it quite noisy
with the fog horn blowing all night. It was
the perfect summer job in college. Dick
went on to get a job teaching in the Lansing,
Michigan school system, and then became
Superintendent of Lansing Schools for 16
years, as predicted by Fred.

Reminder
Just a reminder, your annual membership of $10
($10.58 if paid on PayPal) is due on January 1st and runs
from January through December. Most of this annual
membership is used to mail the newsletter twice a year.
It is important to keep your membership current to help
with this cost. With our last newsletter, we added a
sticky note for those members whose membership has
expired. If you would like to receive the next
newsletter, please renew your membership. Also
consider adding a donation to help fund educational
and preservation projects on the islands. We
appreciate your help!
www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
You are WELCOME to invite your families and friends
to become members of the Manitou Islands Memorial
Society. $10.00 per year! Better yet, give a gift and
register your family and friends. Tell us your story on
how you are related to the Islands.
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Opportunities*
Note: The cards and The South Manitou Story will
be sold at the annual meeting for $10.00 ea.

The South Manitou Story
written by Gerald E. Crowner
About the Author:
My father, Gerald E. Crowner, was
born in 1905, at Hart, MI. His
Grandparents lived in Pentwater near
the Life Saving Station where his
Grandpa was a member of the crew.
It was here that Dad began learning
about the life of a surfman. At age
15, Dad’s family moved to Pentwater
where he signed up as a Temporary
Surfman, studying the duties of standing watch, signal
sessions, and beach cart drills. After graduating from
high school, even though he was gainfully employed at
a sign company, he inquired about serving in the Coast
Guard at the Tenth District Offices in Grand Haven. Dad
signed up, was stationed to South Manitou Island,
making the crossing from Glen Haven on December 28,
1926. Thus began a lifelong love of the Island.
Memories of adventures on South Manitou Island with
my parents and family continue to bring joy to my heart
today!
Bio written by: Lynn (Crowner) Roe, July 2012. All
proceeds go to Manitou Islands memorial Society. The
book is being sold at a cost of $15 which includes
shipping and handling.

A Note Card
has been donated to MIMS by Linda Wolf entitled
“Going Home” South Manitou
Island Lighthouse. Linda’s mother
was Betty Jean Tobin (Hopkins) and
her grandparents were Lottie and
John King Tobin. The MIMS Board
would like to extend our
appreciation to Linda for this
fundraising opportunity.
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All proceeds go to Manitou Islands Memorial Society.
The note cards, with individual envelopes, have been
packaged in groups of 10 at a cost of $15 which includes
shipping and handling. Please send your order and
payment to:

MIMS
PO Box 177
Empire, MI 49630

Jigsaw Puzzle
1871 Plan for New Light
House Tower at South
Manitou Island 500 piece
jigsaw puzzle. This is the
website (made in
Michigan). This puzzle is
also available at
Schuler’s Book Store.
http://www.michiganology.com/collections/puzzles/pro
ducts/south-manitou-lighthouse-architectural-drawing

MIMS Website
Check out the MIMS website:
www.manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org
We are still adding information – PayPal is in place. You
will be able complete the Membership Form and Photo
Release Form (download and forward online) etc. We
are open to suggestions as well.
If you are a member (dues currently paid) – you will be
able to read the newsletters, minutes, and view
photographs online (soon). You will need to login and
give yourself a password. Any problems, contact
judy@manitouislandsmemorialsociety.org.
Our thanks to Dhammika Welipitiya of iLeo Technology,
Okemos, Michigan, for coordinating our site
www.ileotechnology.com

Dedicated to preserving the historic and cultural resources of Michigan’s Manitou Islands

Page 7

Manitou Islands Memorial Society

Manitou Memories

Summer 2015 Newsletter

MIMS
PO Box 177
Empire, MI 49630

President: Paul Rocheleau
Vice President: Robert Beck
Treasurer: Rhonda Kruch
Secretary: Judy A. Fogle
Member-at-Large: Jeff Reuteler
Editor/Website: Judy A. Fogle

The following is a list of membership/renewals and donations since our last
Summer 2014 newsletter. Thanks to our generous members.

Maureen Albright
Charles and Maudie Anderson
James and Kaylynn Anderson
Bob Beck
Kathy Bietau
Elizabeth Churchward
James and Carolyn Clark
Lauren and Gary Cribbs
Heidi Deininger
Ed and Cynthia Dewes
Denise Elwell
Janice E. Faulkner
Jeannette Feeheley
Judy Fogle

Gwen Glatz
Jep and Mary Gruman
Charles Gum
Trina Haas
Nanci Hahn
Dr. Richard J. Halik
John and Cynthia Heisler
Vincent Herreid
Jim Hicks
Neil Hodges
Pete and Jelaine Horton
Barbara Johnson
John Karliak
Kerry Kelly

Rhonda and Joe Kruch
Robert and Mary Anna Kruch
Leelanau Historical Society
Carl Luther
Randy Mackie
J. Morris
Molly Nichols
Diana Oberschulte
Robert and Germaine Oberst
Karla Olson-Bellfi
Bill and Jayne Payne
Mel and Ann Rocheleau
Mike Rocheleau
Paul and Sue Rocheleau

Lisa Sachs
Carol and Caroline Sanctorum
Mike Simmons
Doug Shoemaker
Betsy Thompson
Donald and Priscilla
Thompson
Donald Thompson
Thomas E. Thompson
Stanley Tobin
Theresa Wilson
Stas Yascolt

Just a reminder, the MIMS Newsletter (Manitou Memories) is published 2 times per year by the Manitou
Islands Memorial Society and its contents may not be duplicated or reproduces in any manner without
written permission by the MIMS Executive Board.
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