
                    

 

 

A message from Dusty Shultz, Sleeping Bear 

Dunes National Lakeshore Superintendent 

The Manitou Islands are usually one of the most peaceful 

places in Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, even in 

the villages.  That is part of their charm, and we manage 

them to preserve that peacefulness.  Oh, there are always 

a few projects going on; either through our staff or 

through the dedication of the Manitou Islands Memorial 

Society, but this year will see a flurry of activity, as the 

National Lakeshore successfully competed for project 

funding to accomplish a variety of much-needed work.   

First of all, of course, our staff will be dredging the dock 

areas on both islands to enable the park boats and the 

Manitou Island Transit ferries to transport people and 

gear to the islands.  Spring found even more sand 

deposition than usual this year, and it may be tough going 

to get the docks adequately dredged.  Fortunately, we 

plan to enter into a contract with the Army Corps of 

Engineers this summer to complete a larger-scale dredge 

project next spring. 

Once we get the islands up and running, we will be 

painting and roofing many structures, especially on South 

Manitou, with park crews first are repairing the siding and 

then contractors traveling to the islands to do the rest.  

On South Manitou, five of the historic structures in the 

village, the G.C. Hutzler and August Beck houses on the 

farm loop, and the G. J. Hutzler house in the proposed 

wilderness will all be repaired and painted.  Ten of the 

historic structures (and the comfort station) will receive 

new roofs.  On North Manitou, two of the historic U.S. Life 

Saving Service Station structures will be repaired and 

painted. 

Using American Reinvestment and Recovery Act 

funding, park staff will also be installing photovoltaic 

panels on the roof of the maintenance shop on South 

Manitou Island.  The battery bank is already in place, 

and once the panels are installed and hooked in, we 

anticipate a dramatic improvement to the 

peacefulness on South Manitou!  The photovoltaic 

system will generate and store enough electricity that 

we should have to run the diesel generators very 

seldom, primarily when the island is opened up in the 

spring before the batteries are charged up again from 

the summer sun.  This will also reduce the need to 

purchase and transport diesel fuel to the island, 

enabling a significant savings and alleviating concern 

about potential fuel spills. 

Finally, we hope to begin to prepare the Giant Cedars 

for the possibility of more visitors through a potential 

expansion of the island tours to the end of Shefler 

Road.  Park staff will be visiting the Cedars early in the 

season to try to choose a trail route, and associated 

boardwalk locations that will enable more visitors to 

walk among the Cedars without impacting them in 

any significant way.  Black locust trees that are being 

removed from mainland fields and forests because of 

their non-native status and invasive nature are being 

milled into lumber that could be used for boardwalks 

through the Cedars.  Once an appropriate means of 

protecting the area can be found, the Lakeshore and 

Manitou Island Transit can consider expansion of the 

tours. 

With all these projects going on, housing on the 

islands, especially South Manitou, is going to be tight 

this year!  Unfortunately, this means there will be 

`tÇ|àÉâ \áÄtÇwá `xÅÉÜ|tÄ fÉv|xàç`tÇ|àÉâ \áÄtÇwá `xÅÉÜ|tÄ fÉv|xàç`tÇ|àÉâ \áÄtÇwá `xÅÉÜ|tÄ fÉv|xàç`tÇ|àÉâ \áÄtÇwá `xÅÉÜ|tÄ fÉv|xàç    



limited opportunities for volunteers on the islands, even 

for the stalwart Manitou Islands Memorial Society crews.  

But fear not!  Plenty of work remains, and the housing 

should open up again in the shoulder seasons and next 

year for the many volunteer projects that are ongoing and 

planned. 

Best wishes to all, 

Dusty Shultz, Superintendent 

A step back in time: 

In the last few years, MIMS with NPS assistance has 

cleared of brush the remaining remnants of foundation, 

orchard, and fields of the once impressive and extensive 

August Beck Farmstead.  With cleanup of the interior of 

the farmhouse by MIMS and upcoming painting and fix up 

by the NPS crew a new life and appreciation for this 

classic early American rural farm has been reborn. In 

tribute to the work being completed on South Manitou 

Island, the following is some excerpts taken from 

genealogy submitted to MIMS by Charles Gum, great 

grandson of August Beck.  Photos were submitted by 

Robert Beck, great grandson of August Beck and Irwin 

Beck, Jr., grandson of August Beck. 

LIVING ON SOUTH MANITOU ISLAND 

August Beck was born December 1, 1853, in Berlin, 

Germany.  He came to the United States in 1868.  He, with 

his parents David and Elizabeth, two brothers Theodore 

and Albert, and one sister Dorothea, left Germany in the 

month of May.   The two older sisters were left behind in 

Germany.  They traveled six months on the ocean, arriving 

in New York the latter part of September.  They arrived at 

South Manitou Island in the month of October.  The 

family stayed with Gustaff Beck and his wife Caterina.   

In the spring of the following year they settled in the 

wilderness on a 160 acre homestead.  David used two 

horses to plow the field to plant corn and potatoes.  One 

of August’s first jobs on the farm was to drop potatoes 

into the holes dug 30 inches apart by older members of 

the family.  In 1880, August and his father helped build 

the lighthouse on South Manitou Island.  David and 

Elizabeth Beck lived on the Island until their deaths 

around 1900.  They are both buried on South Manitou 

Island on the hillside at the August Beck Farmhouse.   

At the age of 21, August met and married Elizabeth 

Haas, 17 years old, June 28, 1873 in Glen Arbor, 

Michigan.  They had 4 sons and 5 daughters.  On his 

homestead, August built a log house, and as the years 

went by a new farm house and outer buildings which 

still stand today, and this was where he reared his 

family of nine children  He was a very successful 

farmer and gained many friends in Leelanau County.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Beck Farmhouse 1918. 

Photo courtesy of Robert Beck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Beck Barn 1917 

Photo courtesy of Robert Beck 



Charles M. Anderson on page 98 of his book ISLE OF VIEW 

- A History of South Manitou Island gave this description: 

A TYPICAL DAY ON THE FARM 

Up at 6:00 A.M. in the winter - cold in the house, 

sometimes the water in the water-pail would have ice on 

it.   Dad would put in the heating stove a large chunk of 

maple with some knots in it and put some smaller pieces 

on top - the fire was usually pretty low by morning, and it 

was cold in the house.   We dressed near the stove with 

woolen underwear and warm clothing, lit the lantern - it 

was always supposed to be filled and the glass cleaned in 

the evening but it wasn't always, then to the barn.   The 

horses were fed hay and oats, the 30 head of cattle were 

fed corn stocks and with some of the small ears of corn 

left on, the sheep were fed hay, the pigs ground corn and 

rye - then back to the house.   Mother would have a good 

breakfast ready for all to eat.   Then we would go to the 

barn and let the cattle and horses and sheep out of the 

barn.   The pigs stayed in.   Then we would go to the 

house, get our lunch pail which consisted of a sandwich of 

jelly or sliced meat and a small jar of sauce - cherries, 

strawberries or raspberries - then off to school.   

Mother would make a cake or donuts but that never 

did last very long.  We always liked vegetable soup 

which mother made several times a week during the 

winter.  We used to take a quart pail of soup to school 

a couple times a week and put it on the stove that 

was in the center of the room.  Once we forgot to 

open the lid, someone stirred up the fire, the soup 

started to boil, make steam in the pail - pressure 

enough to blow the lid off - the lid hit the ceiling and 

soup, cabbage, carrots and beef hung from the 

ceiling.   There was a loud thud and hot soup came 

out in all directions, which ended carrying soup to 

school for a while.  After school, change clothes, go 

feed the cattle oats, straw and cornstalks and some 

grain - leave them in the barn and tie each one up in 

its stall.   The horses were taken care of next with hay 

and a quart of oats - the door for the sheep was left 

open so they could go in as they pleased. 

August Beck:  A description from Granddaughter Anna 

Louise Beck:   He was about 5' 8" tall with a mustache, 

brown eyes, dark hair.  He wore a stove pipe hat.  

Occupation:  farmer.  He built the farm house on 

South Manitou Island.  Two families lived in the farm 

house: August and Elizabeth Beck and his son Irwin 

and Lulu Beck and their daughter Anna.    

  

August Beck  Lizzy Beck 

Photos courtesy of Irwin Beck, Jr. 

It has also been mentioned that Theodore, Albert and 

August came to South Manitou Island, Michigan from 

Germany in 1860 and ten years later in 1870 they sent 

for their elderly parents David and Elizabeth Beck.  

This has not been substantiated by any documents. 

August Beck was very energetic- - I would like to 

refer to him as "King" of South Manitou as he was 

always the person that was called upon should a 

cattle buyer or salesman come to the island, also 

he was the first one to get a grain cutter and 

binder, and instrumental in getting the threshing 

machine.  He would come over to visit dad 

(Anderson).  During the winter, in the evening, 

they would play checkers and talk until after 

midnight.  Sometimes dad would put a clothe over 

the checker game if they didn't get finished that 

night and start in the following night, really more 

talking than playing checkers but they played very 

seriously.  As I recall they often talked about how 

the farmers could feed the world, as this was 

before the tractor, and all of the farm work was 

done by a team of horses, and by hand.  The 

tractor came later and that revolutionized the 

farming business.  They also talked politics very 

seriously.    



“FINISHING TOUCHES” 

    A willing group of MIMS members gathered on South 

Manitou Island for a “work week-end,” May 21- 23, 2010.  

The focus was general cleaning at the Schoolhouse and 

August Beck Farmhouse, plus finish up  

the porch roof at the Theodore Beck Farmhouse, AKA 

“The Lodge.” 

     The teachers’ chalkboard, obtained from an old 

schoolhouse near Petoskey by Mike Rocheleau and 

Camille Garber, was installed behind the teachers’ desk in 

the SW corner of the schoolroom.      

A week-end of teamwork! 

     Participating were Joe and Rhonda Kruch, Jeff Reuteler, 

Paul and Sue Rocheleau, and Lynn Roe.  There won’t be 

any work sessions this summer because contractors will 

be using all available housing. 

     A special thank you to Joe Kruch for his on-going field-

clearing, re-claiming the historic farmfields on the “farm 

loop” (George Conrad Hutzler and August Beck farms).   

     The NPS provides support for us to do these Island 

Projects that are dear to our hearts and we are grateful.   

     The Island is especially beautiful in spring with the 

birds singing and wildflowers everywhere!                                                                                                                   

Submitted by Lynn Roe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2010 SMI Schoolhouse 

Photo courtesy of Sue Rocheleau  

 

New Logo 

A new MIMS logo has been created by Linda Henry, current 

MIMS Treasurer, to better reflect and visually represent the 

Society’s mission of shining light on both the Manitou 

Islands past in the form of historical and cultural 

preservation.   

Our familiar sentinel that still stands watch over the 

Manitou Passage on South Manitou is featured along side 

the North Manitou Lighthouse that held watch on the 

southeastern shore of Dimmicks Point from 1898 to 1932.  

Abandoned, it was lost in the summer of 1942 to the 

elements.  Its nearby stately keepers quarters lost its battle 

to rising lake levels in the early 1970’s, little remains. 

The Rita Hadra Rusco Family has graciously granted 

permission to MIMS for use of the photo of the NMI 

Lighthouse for its logo as well as the photo being featured 

in this issue of the newsletter.  Rita’s book about North 

Manitou Between Sunrise and Sunset chronicles her time 

on the island from 1942 through the 1990’s and her 

presentation of its rich earlier human history of settlement 

that contrasts sharply with the later NPS designation of a 

now wilderness area.     

Her book is available in Leelanau area book/gift stores and 

on the internet at islandlady.com. 

Also our late founding member Glen Furst presents a 

sobering account of what life was like as a young boy living 

at the North Manitou Light Station.  Stripping away any 

romantic notions, Glen’s experiences speak to the 

hardships, loneliness, and isolation of his family living at 

this remote location in his book My Point of View.  

 



From: the President’s Desk, 

Rhonda Kruch 

 

 

Hello fellow MIMS Member: 

As stated in the article written by Dusty Shultz, Sleeping 

Bear Dunes National Lakeshore Park Superintendent, 

volunteer projects on the islands will be very minimal this 

summer due to the housing needs for the extra park 

employees and contractors completing the much needed 

repairs and restoration throughout the summer.  This will 

allow MIMS volunteers to focus on some other much 

needed projects this summer: 

1. First on this list is our website.  Our website needs 

to be completely updated and maintained 

thereafter.  This project could be accomplished by 

just a few dedicated individuals. 

2. The restoration work on the Haas/Jenks Cottage 

was completed this June.  The next phase is to 

work on a display of island history to be housed 

inside that structure.  MIMS needs volunteers to 

supply information about island history and help 

with compiling that information for the final 

exhibit. 

3. MIMS members should be thinking about next 

summer.  Our volunteer work will continue on the 

islands.  Next summer’s work will include plaster 

repair and painting at the August Beck 

Farmhouse.  Field clearing work at the farms.  

Final installation of exhibit at the Haas/Jenks 

Cottage.  Continued work on the porch at the 

Lodge.  Please contact a MIMS board member for 

more information. 

4. Volunteers are needed to help with word 

processing of documents and membership lists. 

5. Volunteers are needed to sew time period 

costumes that could be used by MIMS volunteers 

for interpretation demonstrations on either island 

and/or Port Oneida Fair. 

6. Larger items that people might consider donating 

to the Society:  

a. A lap top computer for record keeping 

and other MIMS business.   

b. A golf cart or other similar type 

vehicle for transportation and hauling 

of materials on SMI to be used by 

volunteers and/or elderly MIMS 

members while on the island.   

7. An urgent concern for MIMS is the need of 

people willing to get involved as a board 

member.  The offices that are up for election 

this year are president and treasurer.  There 

are also member at large positions for 

interested members.  Weekend board 

meetings happen about 4 times a year at 

various locations around the state.  

Communication between board meetings 

happen via emails and/or phone 

conversations.  If the society wants to 

continue to make a difference on the islands, 

we need more help!  Your current board 

needs extra hands to make the work load 

manageable.  Please consider how you can 

help make a difference for the Society!   

8. Please contact Rhonda Kruch, MIMS President 

at 989-345-1778 or kruchr@sbcglobal.net for 

more information. 

  

Earlier version of the SMI 

Lighthouse 

Photos provided by  

Bonnie Bellmer, daughter of 

Mae Tobin Caron    

    

    

    

    

  

  August Beck’s Garden 

Windmill at August Beck Farm 

    



 Bylaw chanBylaw chanBylaw chanBylaw changes recommended by ges recommended by ges recommended by ges recommended by 

Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors  

A main agenda item at this year’s annual meeting on July 

31st will be discussing and voting on bylaw changes for the 

Society.  After having a lawyer look over the 2007 bylaws, 

the MIMS Board made the following suggested changes: 

1. Clarification of when dues are paid—per calendar 

year. 

2. Clarification of who is a senior member. 

3. Clarification of the Executive Board (President, 

Treasurer, Secretary, and Vice-President) in 

regards to their duties and expectations. 

4. Clarification of the Board of Directors (Members 

at large and the Executive Board) in regards to 

their duties and expectations. 

5. Changing the language about when the annual 

meeting will happen. 

6. Clarification of the parliamentary authority 

article. 

7. Clarification of the language for amendments to 

the bylaws. 

8. Other minor language changes and updates. 

 

These suggested changes will be discussed and voted on 

by the membership at our annual meeting on July 31, 

2010.  Any member wishing to see the suggested changes 

in detail may contact Rhonda Kruch at 

kruchr@sbcglobal.net .   

Another agenda item will be the new volunteer policy 

that was adopted by the MIMS board this past winter.  

We will have copies of the policy at the meeting.  Anyone 

wishing to view the policy before the meeting may 

contact Rhonda Kruch.   

 

A message from your treasurer: 

Linda Henry 

Hello to all! 

With this newsletter, our transition to paid membership is 

complete and we feel it has been very successful.  Many 

people have paid their dues, filled out volunteer 

applications, and we have begun our conversations 

with them.  Actually, not with them but with you.  If 

you have received this newsletter, you are on our 

membership list for 2010 and we appreciate the 

support you have given us. 

Our financial condition is very secure with this 

change.  From now on, each year we will have a 

financial base to work from in addition to our grants 

and other working donations. 

We have also recently made some important changes 

in relation to the Relight the Light Fund.  The balance 

of the loan from the Will Larson Fund has been paid 

down from $22,000 to a little over $8,000 – a 

significant accomplishment.  Unfortunately, now that 

the light is relit, most people think the project has 

been completed.  Until now, it has been unclear who 

is responsible for the balance.  MIMS, with its small 

budget and membership, could function as a pass-

through for that funding but could not afford to 

accept full responsibility for the debt.  So it was 

important for us to clarify the issue. 

Hopefully to the benefit of all concerned, President 

Rhonda Kruch has just signed a letter of agreement 

that commits us to functioning as pass-through for 

the fundraising for the duration of the project.  We 

also have agreed to continue to contribute to the 

fundraising efforts.  However, it is understood that we 

will not be held liable for the debt that remains.  This 

new agreement contributes significantly to our future 

financial security.   

We would like to thank our membership for your 

generous contributions to this effort and encourage 

your further participation. 

August Beck Barn 

Photo courtesy of Edna Beechraft



Resignation 

It is with regret that the MIMS Board accepts the 

resignation of Lynn.  She has been a valued member of 

the Executive Board since 1999.  She will be missed! 

 June 4, 2010       

It is with regret that I must resign my MIMS Secretary 

position, effective at the end of the MIMS Business 

Meeting, July 31, 2010.  It is because of health 

issues…my cardiologist has ordered me to slow down 

and reduce stress in my life.   

 I plan to remain a MIMS member and I would like to 

continue to help with the Annual Reunion.  The Society 

has been an important part of my life since I started 

coming to Reunions in the 1970’s and Glen Furst was 

President.  The fellowship and the friends we made 

were very important to my parents, Gerald and Sigrid 

Crowner and to me.  I do what I do to honor them.   

Sincerely, Lynn (Crowner )Roe 

 

Photos provided by 

Robert Beck 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A special thank you to each and every one of you, with out your generous donations, our mission of 

preserving the historic and cultural resources of Michigan’s Manitou Islands would not be possible.

James and Kaylynn Anderson 

Robert H. Beck 

Irwin Beck, Jr. 

Edna Beechraft 

Bonnie Bellmer 

Sandra Black 

Sharon Boots 

Lee and Carol Bowen 

Marcella Brightman 

Gregory and Pamela Brockdorf 

Ross Browne 

Keith Cameron 

Sandi (Roe) Champion 

Robert Chew 

James M and Carolyn (Furst) Clark 

David Curry 

Cynthia Dewes 

Kathleen Anderson Egeler 

Lt. Col. Evan P. Egeler 

Denise Elwell 

Jack and Jeannette Feeheley 

Judy Fogle 

Dorothy Forton 

Charles M. and Sharon J. Furst 

Laura Gerdenich 

Michael and Ina Gerdenich 

Jeffery and Julia Gerstenberger 

Gwen Glatz 

Alan and Sharon Green 

Charlie Gum 

Trina Haas 

Margaret Hackenberger 

Dr. Richard J. Halik 

Mary Rhoades-Hall 

John and Cynthia Heisler 

Linda Henry 

Neil and Mary Hodges 

E. Gerald and Carol Holmes 

Pete and Jelaine Horton 

Joseph B. and Marcy L. Hunter 

Dale Hutzler 

Pete and Katy Jenks 

John S. Karliak 

Michael and Pamela Sutherland 

Karpovich 

Howard J. and Barbara Kelly 

Kerry and Kathy Kelly 

Joseph and Rhonda Kruch 

Robert and Mary Anna Kruch 

Patrick and Martha Blandord Ladwig 

David and Norma Marmie 

Glen Mclalin 

James and Chlore Morris 

Paul and Molly Nichols 

Robert and Germaine Oberst 

Robert and Nancy Patterson 

Rev. William and Jayne Payne 

Jeff Reuteler 

Harvey and Delores Rocheleau 

Melvin and Ann Rocheleau 

Paul and Sue Rocheleau 

Lynn (Crowner) Roe 

Carol and Caroline Sanctorum 

Mike Scully 

Steve Sheridan 

Barbara Siepker 

Gail Skruch 

Jeffery Oscar Smith 

Julie Smith 

Christopher Steffe 

Carol and Joseph Taber 

Anne Thomas 

Thomas Thompson 

Donald Tobin 

Stanley Tobin

Just a reminder, the MIMS Newsletter (Manitou Memories) is published 2 times per year by the Manitou 

Islands Memorial Society and its contents may not be duplicated or reproduces in any manner without written 

permission by the MIMS Executive Board. 



Manitou Islands Memorial Society 
Annual Reunion/Meeting/Excursion 

July 31- August 1, 2010 
 

Reunion/Meeting  

July 31, 2010 

Schedule: 

10:00 A.M.-Arrival and visitation at Empire 

United Methodist Church.  The address is 

10050 Michigan, Empire.  Note the change of 

location. 

 

12:00 P.M.-Pot Luck Luncheon-Main Entrees 

will be provided by MIMS.  Please 

bring a dish to share for approximately 

10 people and your own table service.  

Coffee, tea, lemonade and water will 

be provided. 

 

1:00 P.M. - Annual Meeting- Bylaws changes, 

reports on Island projects, grant 

updates, and new Volunteer Policy. 

 

3:00 P.M.-Final Announcements and 

Adjournment 

 

3:30 P.M.-Last call for Refreshments 

 

4:00 P.M.-Hall Closes/Clean-up-Volunteers 

appreciated 

 

Save this schedule for the weekend of 

the reunion! 
 

 

 

 

South Manitou Island Excursion  

August 1, 2010 

Schedule: 

9:15 A.M.-Recommend arrival and check-in time at 

Manitou Island Transit’s ticket office.  Advance 

reservations are highly recommended to 

guarantee space and facilitate MIT.  Extra 

parking fee applies and cars must be parked at 

remote lot.  Phone MIT at 231 256-9061. 

 

10:00 A.M.-All Aboard.  Miche-Mokwa departs for 

South Manitou Island 

 

11:30-A.M.-Arrival at SMI dock.  Assemble on lawn in 

front of Coast Guard Station.  Welcoming 

comments before eating your lunch with fellow 

MIMS members! 

 

12:30 P.M.-Motor tour of the Island departs 

 

3:00 P.M.-Motor Tour returns to Village.  Members may 

o Visit Island Museum 

o Lighthouse Tour – learn about the history 

of the light and view a breathtaking vista. 

o Haas/Jenks Cottage Tour – restoration 

project completed by MIMS. 

o Walk the Island’s beautiful beaches and 

go for a swim. 

o Visit with your Board. 

 

4:00 P.M.-Miche-Mokwa departs the Island.  Cash Bar. 

 

6:00P.M. - Arrival at Leland dock and farewell for 

another year

 

 

 

SMI School house May 2010 

Photo courtesy of Sue Rocheleau 

 

 

 

 



2010  

Membership Application/Renewal 
Return to: Manitou Islands Memorial Society  

PO Box 177, Empire, Michigan 49630 
1.   Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

2.   Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

      Second Address: _______________________________________________________ 

3.  Phone Number: ___________________________________     

Email: _______________________________________ 

4.  Membership Dues: ($10.00 per Adult) Amount Enclosed $______________________                   

5.   Donation:  $__________________________                                                                                                

Adult Volunteer application 

(Juvenile Applications available on request.) 

6.  Please tell us what your areas of interest are. 

7.  We have many ways to volunteer with our organization.  Please let us know what appeals to you. 

a. Serve as Board member___________          e. Construction Projects_____________   

b. On the Islands projects                                    f.  Painting Projects_________________                          

SMI____________                                  g. Farmland Preservation:___________ 

NMI____________                                  h. Visitor Education________________                

c. Mainland projects_______________              i. Cleaning Projects________________  

d. At home projects________________ 

8).What skills would you be willing to share? 

a. Sewing________________________                 d. Bookkeeping____________________________                 

b. Carpentry______________________                 e. Computer Skills__________________________                 

c. Masonry_______________________                 f. Website Design/Maintenance_______________



Mary Messerschmidt 
A long time volunteer at Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 

Two friends remember Mary….. 

 

Mary Messerschmidt.  How would one describe the 

indescribable?  Mary Messerschmidt was a park volunteer 

well before I arrived on the scene at Sleeping Bear Dunes 

National Lakeshore in October of 1991.  I would not meet 

Mary and her husband Fred until the next summer when 

visiting South Manitou Island and being introduced to the 

two volunteers who were single handily keeping the 

lighthouse tower tour open to the eager public.  Mary was 

enthusiastic, energetic, and very opinionated, which I liked 

immediately.  Fred was more reserved letting Mary take the 

spotlight. 

 

Mary passed away in mid September just a month shy of her 

87th birthday.  Her husband Fred preceded her in death 11 

years earlier.  I knew Fred and Mary when they were both 

volunteering at the park, first on South Manitou and then on 

the mainland when Fred's health required him to be closer to 

his doctor and Mary's knees were giving out to the 100 plus 

step climb to the top of the tower.  In the last years of tour 

giving, Fred would make one climb to the top each day and 

Mary would wait below sending groups of 10 to the top to 

meet Fred, while talking to the remaining mass of visitors 

waiting their turn to make the hike to the top. 

 

Mary and Fred became my friends during the off season 

when I would venture to Brighton to spend long weekends.  

During these weekends I would be fed incredible Greek 

meals from Mary's childhood and getting tours of the Detroit 

area and reminiscing with them on how they met, where 

they grew up, and where they lived when they married and 

started a family.  Through their eyes I saw a side of Detroit I 

still cherish today.  The history and the wonders of what 

Detroit was like in those early years. 

 

When Fred died in the late 1990s, it was important to keep 

Mary's interests engaged in the park where she continued to 

volunteer first on South Manitou Island and then at the Port 

Oneida Fair where she was the best hostess ever, explaining 

to each guest and demonstrator what they should see and 

how to get to each site.  Mary could never be described as 

shy.  She could walk up to anyone and engage them in a 

detailed conversation that would leave the visitor 

amazed and educated on various resources in the park. 

 

As Mary's health and strength started to wane Mary was 

invited to stay with me at my house and visit park sites 

and employees that she had gotten to know throughout 

the many years that she had volunteered for the park.  

Mary commented often that she couldn't believe people 

would remember her or would be interested in knowing 

how she was doing.  I reminded her, that she was 

someone that was hard to forget and she left warm 

impressions with those who worked closely with her 

while volunteering at the park, in which I was one. 

 

I feel very fortunate to have known Fred and Mary and 

to call Mary one of the best friends I have made in my 

life.  Once Fred was gone, it was up to me to drive all 

over Detroit to reminisce about the past with Mary in the 

copilot seat giving me directions during those long 

weekend visits.  I now can make that trip on my own and 

each time I do, I think of Mary still in the passenger side 

of the car chiding me to get over a lane because we will 

be exiting onto the next on ramp to go downtown, or to 

the store. 

 

Mary Messerschmidt was remembered during her 

Memorial by her family and friends with great stories 

and kindness.  Once Fred was gone, Mary's trips to the 

park included her grandchildren who were introduced to 

the island where she and Fred spent so many summers.  

Her grandson, Justin, who is now a Farmington 

firefighter, gave a moving good-bye that left everyone in 

tears.  It was a fitting remembrance to someone who 

touched so many during her life both at home and also 

at Sleeping Bear Dunes. 

  

 

By Kim Mann, Dear Friend and National Park Cultural 

Resource Specialist



To me, Mary Messerschmidt was a wildly 

interesting and fun-loving “Character”.  She was a 

bundle of energy with an adorable personality.  I 

admired and respected her.  I came to know her 

while I was working as the Acting District Ranger 

on South Manitou Island the summer that Fred 

and Mary’s volunteer application came across my 

desk.  I wondered why a couple from the Detroit 

area would want to volunteer on a remote island 

in the middle of Lake Michigan.  As I soon found 

out, Fred was the “adventure programmer” in 

their marriage, and Mary was along for the ride of 

her life!  You see, Mary had a “head over heels”, 

“I’ll follow you anywhere”, love affair with 

“Freddie”.  Working as a volunteer for the 

National Park Service was a dream of Fred’s.  Even though Mary may have been more at home in a city, and 

more than likely in the kitchen, she followed Fred, the adventurer.   They were retired, and ready for the open 

road.  

 

I hired them to assist our team on South Manitou Island that summer.  On a beautiful, clear blue-sky day in 

May, the Messerschmidt’s boarded the Mishe Mokwa and set sail for South Manitou Island. 

 

Day one: Fred had already hiked to every campground on the island, checked every camper, cleaned every 

restroom, picked up every scrap of litter he could find, cleared every trail he walked (you get the image?) and 

returned to the station requesting another assignment.  You could not keep this man down.  He was destined 

for exploration and adventure…..every day!  Mary, on the other hand, found her niche in the Visitor Center, 

gabbing with visitors, telling stories, and entertaining children.  Her raspy, boisterous voice, uninhibited 

inquisitive nature, and beautiful jet black coiffured hairstyle made her a “character” right from the start.  The 

visitors took to her immediately and many day visitors would spend their entire stay in the visitor center 

listening to Mary, sharing stories, and together, learning the history of the island. 

 

Mary was not particularly interested in hiking the island over and over, like Fred.  She preferred to develop her 

niche with the visitors at the Visitor Center, at the 

lighthouse, and learning the history of the island.  She 

learned quickly and became an integral and “much 

loved” part of the team.  We laughed more that 

summer that I can ever remember in my life!  Serious. 

 

The team that summer consisted of Ranger Chuck 

Kruch , Ranger Ted Eischied, our zealous volunteers, 

Fred and Mary, and me.  Ranger Ted loved to play 

jokes on Mary, really getting her “goat”.  He’d go out 

of his way to scare her or play tricks on her to get her 

laughing.  We all loved to tease Mary, mostly because 

she enjoyed it so much!   I can still hear her voice 

when she would exclaim, “Now, Ted”!  She would, of 

course, exclaim this with both disgust and desire for 

more high jinks.  She loved life!  To the fullest and 

beyond.   

 



One of my favorite memories of Mary occurred that summer.  She was always goading me to take them out in 

the Piping Plover (our Ranger boat on the island).  Officially, we would need a good reason to take the boat out 

of the harbor.  Say for example; a boat adrift, a lost hiker, an overdue boat, etc.  As I always tried to live by the 

rules, I would put Mary off with the excuse that it was “against island regulations”.  In return I would get “the 

treatment” from Mary.  The “treatment” usually consisted of teasing, taunting, cajoling, making me feel guilty, 

all followed by begging and pleading…all in the best of fun! 

 

So one beautiful evening towards the end of summer, when Ted was leaving for the summer, we decided to 

take an evening cruise around the island.  Chuck Kruch piloted the Piping Plover and provided our mission:  to 

check for illegal campsites and fires on the beach.  Mission translation:  reward Mary and Fred for a summer of 

unselfish volunteerism with a trip around the island.  It was a cloudless and “flat calm” evening on the lake, 

with very few visitors remaining on the island.  We took a long slow ride around the perimeter of the island.   

We noted and spoke about the beauty of this special place that we all shared that summer.  An island 

experience brings people close in a way than really defies words.  You become and “island family.”  As I reflect 

on that day, that summer, my friendship with Mary and Fred, I see them sitting in the back of the Plover, Fred’s 

arm nestled around Mary, and Mary’s beautiful black hair blowing around in the wind.   It is a memory of a 

blissful time.  I keep those memories forever in my heart and mind, as they don’t come around that often.   

 

Mary meant so much to me.  She was my friend, a surrogate mother to me (the wildest and most fun!), a wise 

voice of reason and experience, a joy to be around, a bundle of energy that bounced off everyone and caught 

you up, a great cook who loved to prepare, eat, and watch others eat and enjoy food, a wonderful mother to 

her daughter, a mother-in-law who appreciated her son-in-law, and the apple of her grandson’s eye!   

 

A family is not only a 

family by blood and 

marriage.  There are 

families, related by 

place and time alone, 

which go so far beyond 

what a traditional 

family can be.  I 

experienced many of 

these unrelated 

families on South and 

North Manitou Islands 

over the 7 years I spent 

out in the middle of 

Lake Michigan.  I 

consider my experience 

with Mary and her 

husband Fred to be one 

of the finest.  Cheers to 

the life and memory of 

Mary Messerschmidt!  

May she forever find peace in that sunset over the western dunes. 

 

By Kathy Bietau, former Park Ranger on South and North Manitou Islands
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On a hot summer day, when the Big Lake rocks, 

visitors often love to ride the bow and get soaked by 

the cold waters of Lake Michigan.  Here, in an earlier 

photo, we see long-time member Judy Fogle and 

son, Luke, doing just this.  


